A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
for Shrewsbury—a race which Henry won. The battle of
Shrewsbury was fought, with great violence, to the north of
the town, on July 21, 1403. Percy was killed, and the con-
sequent victory falling to Henry was what most confirmed him
on the throne. He had also another piece of good luck in the
capture of the young heir of Scotland, James, as he was sailing
down the Yorkshire coast on his way to France in 1405: and
as that young heir's father, Robert, was to die in a few months,
Henry would thus be possessed of the person of the new King
of Scotland.
Further to secure his throne Henry did two things which
did but emphasize its insecurity. He humbled himself before
the gentry in Parliament, giving them the right to control his
domestic expenditure, and he murdered without trial that holy
and revered man, Scrope, the Archbishop of York, who had
openly affirmed his devotion to Richard and the right of the
true heir, Henry's own Chief Justice, Gascoyne, refused to
condemn the old man, saying that he had no right to try a
cleric, so the King in his panic had the Archbishop beheaded
without any legal form at all: a murder.
Henry and the Papacy: the Schism. But apart from
the possession of the King of Scotland Henry had elements of
fortune on his side. It was the height of the Great Schism in
the Papacy. The Popes had left Avignon for Rome nearly
thirty years before, at the beginning of Richard IPs reign, but
the French monarchy proposed to carry on a schismatic Papacy
of its own in the French city where the Papacy had been for
the last seventy years. Christendom was divided in allegiance
between rival Pontiffs in a quarrel which went on for forty
years, and among other effects this had, of course, the main
effect of degrading the Papacy in the public eye and lowering
the respect for the greatest of all European offices. The
Schism left men doubtful of Papal claims for the first time,
and therefore it also strengthened the national dynasties and
the separate feeling of each province against the old idea of
European unity. A ruler such as Henry IV, for instance,
by promising to support one claimant to the headship of the
Church, or threatening to support his rival, could obtain
privileges and concessions which progressively weakened the
Papal power, and in the particular case of Henry the best
example of this was the way in which the Papacy treated the

